




















































UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 

Southeast Regional Office 
263 1 3 ' ~  Avenue S 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701 -55 1 1 

June 28,2006 

Mr. Rick Medina 
Chief, Planning and Environmental, Galveston District 
Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers 
P.O. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77553-1 229 

Dear Mr. Medina: 

The NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) received your coordination letter dated 
June 20, 2006, concerning the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' preparation of a draft Integrated 
Project Report and Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Wharton Interim Feasibility Study 
(WIFS). The WIFS EA is tiered from the Final Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement 
fclr Flood Damage Reduction and Ecosystem Restoration, Lower Colorado River Basin, 
Colorado River, Texas, dated August 2005. 

According to your June 2oth letter, the WIFS only pertains to projects that would impact 
segments of the Colorado River, Caney Creek, and Baughman Slough in the vicinity of Wharton, 
Texas and would not affect coastal resources. Further email coordination with Mr. Terry Roberts 
of your staff also confirms that projects being considered under the WIFS would not retain any 
flood flows or impact the amount of freshwater that is passed downstream. As such, the 
resources affected are not ones for which NMFS is responsible and, therefore, we have no 
comments regarding the WIFS. 

If we may be of further assistance, please contact Mr. Rusty Swafford of our Galveston Facility 
at (409) 766-3699. 

Sincerely, 
d 

k /  Miles M. Croom 
. Assistant Regional Administrator 

Habitat Conservation Division 



United States Department of Agriculture 

QNRCS 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
101 South Main Street 
Temple, TX 76501-7602 

July 17,2006 

Department of The Army 
Galveston District, Corps of Engineers 
P.O. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77553- 1229 

Attention: Carolyn Murphy, Chief, Environmental Section 

Subject: LNU-Farmland Protection- 
City of Wharton, Proposed Flood Control Levee 
Wharton County, Texas 

We have reviewed the information provided concerning the proposed City of Wharton, 
Flood Control Levee in Wharton County, Texas as outlined in your letter of July 7, 2006. 
This is part of NEPA evaluation for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers We have 
evaluated the proposed area as required by the Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA). 

The proposed project does contain soils classified as Important Farmland and is subject to 
the FPPA. We have developed a composite rating for the soils of the project area 
outlined on the maps you sent. This includes the addition of detention basins which were 
not included in your original report of January 9, 2006. We recognize that much of this 
area is already converted to urban land. The total points in Part VII of the AD-1006 are 
118. The FPPA law states that sites with a score less than 160 will need no further 
consideration. We have completed the AD-1006 you sent. We urge you to use accepted 
erosion control methods during construction. 

I have attached the completed AD-1006 (Farmland Conversion Impact Rating) form f ~ r  
this project indicating the approval status. Thanks for the resource materials you 
submitted to evaluate this project. If you have any questions please call James Greenwade 
at (254)-742-9960, Fax (254)-742-9859. 

Thanks, I 

//lames M. Greenwade 
Soil Scientist 
Soil Survey Section 
USDA-NRCS, Temple, Texas 

The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people 
conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment. 

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 



U.S. Department of Agriculture 

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING 
PART I (Tb be completed by Federal Agency) 

Name Of Project 
bl\nrtok lever d behd'm &s>nr 

Propos?d Land Use F[wJ (*+a/ 
PART II (To be completed by NRCS) 

Relative Value Of Farmland (From Parf V) 

Date Of Land Evaluation Request Tih, 7, .2& 
Federal Agency Involved U. 5. Ar*lu 'Lrfir r/ '&4)mtt~- 
County And State 

harhn L u d d  PXJ 
Date Request Received By 

/d, f oo L 

1. Area In Nonurban Use 
2. Perimeter In Nonurban Use 
3. Percent Of Site Being Farmed 
4. Protection Provided By State And Local Government 
5. Distance From Urban Builtup Area 
6. Distance To Urban Support Services 
7. Size Of Present Farm Unit Compared To Average 
8. Creation Of Nonfarmable Farmland 
9. ~ v . c a b i l i t ~  Of Farm Support Services 

10. On-Farm Investments 
11. Effects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services 
12. Compatibility Wlth Existing Agricultural Use 

TOTAL SITE ASSESSMENT POINTS 

PART VII (To be completed by Federal Agency) 

I I " I ,  I I 

Total Site Assessment (From fbrt VI above ora bml 
site assessme7t) 160 0 0 

s) 
( 10) 

(10) 

(r\ 

C / O )  
160 

Reason For Selection: 

Does the site contain prime, unique, statewide or local important farmland? Yes No 
(If no, the FPPA does not apply -- do not complete additional parts of this form). 

TOTAL. POINTS (Total of above 2 lines) 260 0 0 

(See Instuctions on reverse sida) 
This form was 03lectronically produced by National Production Services Stafl 

'~cres Irrigated 

9/,20q 
Major C:mp(s) 

6 r ~ h  5 ' 0 - 4  h d k a  

q 
b 

0 

9 
5 
0 
0 
s 
0 

0 
9 3 

Site Selected: 

Form AD-1006 (1083) 

Average Farm Size 

-7 
Farmable Land In Govt. Jurisdiction 

Acres: b YL, 4 2 2 O h  9 f 
Name Of Land ~valuation%~stem Used 

L €s#. 

~mdGnt Of Farmland As Defined in FPPA 
Acres: 654, 3 2 / PO 

0 

Date Of Selection 

Name Of ~ocarsite Assessment System 
A/#? ~ b -  

Was A Local Site Assessment Used? 
Yes No 

Date Land  valuation Returned By NRCS 

7 4 7 - b 6  

0 

PART Ill (To be completed by Federal Agency) 

A. Total Acres To Be Converted Directly 
6. Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly 
C. Total Acres In Site 

PART IV (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Information 

A. Total Acres Prime And Unique Farmland 
6. Total Acres Statewide And Local Important Farmland 
C. Percentage Of Farmland In County Or Local Govt. Unit To Be Converted 
D. Percentage Of Farmland In Govt. Jurisdiction M t h  Same Or Higher Relative Value 

PART V ('To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Criterion 
Relative Value Of Farmland To Be Converted (Scale of 0 to 100 Points) 

0 

Site A 

%(I 
0 - 

% I ' t € ,  'I 

?LC, b 
U 

0, OOC' I 
1 0  

O 9 4 
PART VI (To be completed by Federal Agency) 
Site Assessment Criteria (These uiteria are explained h 7 CFR 658.5(b) 

Maximum 
Points 

Alternative 
Site B 

0.0 

0 

Site Rating 
Site C 

0.0 

0 

Site D 

0.0 

0 
















































